
On September 5, 2008, at the Wells 

Beach ME, Rally, Jack McDevitt 

arranged for wheel weighing scales, 

inflation air, and a 50 Ton wrecker 

to be demonstrated.   In the morn-

ing, coaches had their wheels 

weighed and inflation pressures 

adjusted in accordance with the 

ownerõs request.   Our team of vol-

unteer helpers, augmented the ex-

pertise of Scotty and Willy from Co-

adyõs Garage & Towing Service

(www.coadystowing.com).  Scotty 

and Willy, the true experts, man-

aged the weighing operation, while 

our band of volunteers moved 

scales, recorded results and con-

sulted with owners about inflation 

air decisions. 

Following the weigh-in, Bob Johan-

son volunteered to move his coach 

to the Hannaford Supermarket park-

ing lot just across Rt 1 from the 

campground for a simulated tow.   

Willy and his fantastic lift and tow 

machine (aka the wrecker) was at 

the ready in the parking lot to dem-

onstrate the proper way of making a 
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Maritimes Tour 

To celebrate the fifth anniver-

sary of the Country Coach 

NorõEaster Club, some of the 

club members toured Atlantic 

Canada after the fall rally in 

Wells Beach, Maine. 

The group began the 3-week 

tour by visiting the Roosevelt 

summer house at Campo-

bello, NB, and then scrambled 

over rocks and climbed lad-

ders to visit West Quoddy 

Lighthouse, accessible only at 

low tide.  The next stop was 

Funday National Park, home 

of some of the highest tides in 

the world.   The group walked 

the ocean floor at low tide 

and then returned to see high 

tide at the Hopewell Rocks.  

The view from Cape Enrage 

Lighthouse was spectacular. 

Prince Edward Island was the 

next stop after crossing the 

Confederation Bridge, an en-

gineering marvel.  The group 

dined on lobster, visited sev-

eral craft centers, toured 

Anne of Green Gables, visited 

the Potato Museum, drove 

out to the North Cape wind-

mill farm, and ate Cowõs Ice 

Cream.  A special treat was 

seeing the tall ships that had 
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tow connection to a sophisticated 

independent front suspension 

example of Country Coachõs finest 

workmanship.   Willy backed the 

wrecker, simultaneously lowering 

the òstingeró into position directly 

in front of Bobõs coach.  Then 

Scotty and Willy provided us with 

a fantastic show-and-tell on the 

doõs and donõts of mating a 

wrecker with a disabled coach. 

 

The first, and probably most im-

portant, advice from Scotty was 

on what to do when you find your-

self in the unfortunate position of 

needing to make the phone call 

requesting a wrecker.   He said:  

òTell the tow people that you have 

a òMOTORHOMEóé Do not say 

class A (many tow companies not 

knowing the nomenclature for 

RVõs might believe the òAó is the 

smallest, followed by òBó, òCó etc. 

and they will send an undersized 

wrecker.   Similarly do not say a 

òbusó, nor should you say 

òcoachó, since those terms often 

sound like a school bus or a pas-

senger bus.   Likewise a smaller 

wrecker might be sent.   When 

you drive a Country Coach, you 

should ensure the tow company 

knows you need a wrecker capa-

ble of working with a custom MO-

TORHOME.   Further you should 

express a wish for òwheel liftó tow 

equipment, but you should also 

realize that not all wreckers (even 

the big ones) are that fully 

equipped.   But if possible, for 

our motorhomes, the wheel 

lift would be the preferred 

hookup technique. 

The second, and probably 

nearly equally important ad-

vice Scotty and Willy provided 

was to talk with the tow op-

erator.   Talk and talk and be 

sure you have excellent com-

munications about all the 

steps the tow operator is go-

ing to go through and review 

the current condition of your 

coach.   There should be no 

misunderstandings about any 

existing dings in the coach, 

just as there should be no 

miss-understandings about 

the tow operatorõs plans to 

protect your coach from dam-

age during the tow. 

We were 

treated with 

a demon-

stration on 

the impres-

sive tools 

and attach-

ments that 

accompany 

a wrecker 

and how 

they would 

be used for 

making a 

lift.   While 

they never 

touched 

Bobõs MO-

TORHOME, 

the folks from Coadyõs were 

very patient as they explained 

each of the things one needs 

to worry about with lift points, 

height concerns, strapping on 

auxiliary tow-lights for signal-

ing during the tow, and an 

interesting attachment for 

restricting loss of wheel bear-

ing lubrication when the tow 

operator disconnects the 

drive axles on the MO-

TORHOME.    In fact, we were 

shown a very inexpensive 

lightweight plastic device  

which could be carried by the 

MOTORHOME owner to help 

the tow driver preserve the 

coaches rear bearings.  The 

device can be seen on 

www.axlecap.net.  (Scotty 

joked that the moment the 

motorhome owner produces 

the plastic disk a certain level 

of credibility would be estab-

lished that should help com-

munication and respect be-

tween tow driver and mo-

torhome owner). 

While there were many other 

interesting points made during 

the very generously provided 

lessons from Scotty and Willy, 

the last point that Scotty 

wanted us all to know is that 

every tow operator cares about 

your coach too.   The tow op-

erator is on your side with re-

spect to wanting no problems 

with the tow.   Neither of you 

benefits if things go awry, so 

communicate, communicate, 

communicate.   Scotty and 

Willy parted by wishing us all 

well and expressed the hope 

that if he òsees us lateró it isnõt 

on the road.    Of course, their 

presentations were concluded 

with a huge round of applause 

and a few tokens of our appre-

ciation for their  effort to take 

the time to lead such informa-

tive discussion. 
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ensure the tow company 

knows you need a 

wrecker capable of  

working with a custom 

MOTORHOME.    
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2009 Membership 

Fees  

 
Membership fees of $25 were 

due on 31 December, 2008.  

No invoices will be sent.   

Please make your $25 check 

payable to Country Coach 

NorõEasters and send it to the 

Club Treasurer,  

Mary Ann Moran,  

164 Shore Road,  

Clinton CT 06413 


